
North Salem High School 

Course Syllabus 

 

English 9 Honors 

Instructor:  Mrs. Karyn Johnson 

Email:  kjohnson@northsalemschools.org 

Phone:  914-669-5414 (Ext. 2127) 

Extra Help Schedule:  Tuesday & Wednesday in room 219 

 

North Salem Mission: Engage students to continuously learn, question, define and solve 

problems through critical and creative thinking. 

 
Course Description 

This course familiarizes students with the ways in which events in history impact 
literature. Students will explore various genres, understand the ways in which the 

literature reflects society and culture even as it addresses universal concerns, and 
formulate comparisons between the eras studied and our contemporary perspectives.  
Students will continue their study of prominent authors, and continue their development of 

vocabulary, writing, research skills, oral communication skills and preparation for the New 
York State Common Core Regents Exam. 
 
 
Course Objectives 

At the end of this course, students will have the following understandings, knowledge, 
and skills.  Students will be able to: 

 Improve their analytical skills by understanding rhetorical strategies: that form is 
related to function, that meaningful writing requires authors to choose the most 
effective voice and genre according to their purpose and audience;  

 Ascertain an author’s purpose and articulate the specific strategies and techniques 
the author employs, and understand that effective writing (including fiction) conveys 

an argument;  

 Express maturity in their own writing through a variety of sentence structures and 
syntactical methods as well as through sophisticated diction;  

 Incorporate and understand the language associated with English 10H, the next step 
in their academic progression.  

 

 
 
 

 
 



What will we be doing in this class? 
 

READING  WRITING  SPEAKING & 
LISTENING 

We will be exploring the 
strategies we use as we 
read so we can sharpen 

these skills and get the 
most out of what we 

read, as well as learn 
ways to use note making 
and annotation to 

understand texts for 
academic purposes. 

 
We will do this through a 
variety of text types, both 

assigned and self-
selected. 
 

You should come to class 
every day prepared to 

read independently. 

 We will look at writing as 
a craft-- an art and 
process we learn to do 

well through practice, 
reflection, and sharing. 

 
We will write for a variety 
of purposes, including 

writing as a way to 
develop improved writing 

skills and to interact with 
texts. 
 

We will focus on learning 
how to write about 
literature in a way that 

demonstrates your 
personal and critical 

insights. 

 This aspect of English 9H 
will encourage you to 
become an effective 

listener and to recognize 
both what people are 

saying as well as how 
they say it, and how that 
combination impacts the 

message they 
communicate. 

 
You will also learn to 
speak more effectively in 

both formal and informal 
situations.  This includes 
class discussions and 

interactions 
presentations, 

performances, and other 
classroom activities. 

 
 
Texts* 
Note: The focus of this class is depth of textual analysis rather than breadth. While every effort will be 
made to address all goals and objectives of the syllabus, time constraints and unforeseen 
circumstances may require revisions to the syllabus as the school year unfolds.  

 
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 
The Odyssey (selections,) Homer 

Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare 
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry 

A Separate Peace, John Knowles 
The Alchemist, Paulo Coehlo 

A selection of short stories, poetry and non-fiction. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Primary Learning Goals:  

By the end of the year, students will:  

 Analyze, compare and evaluate various works of literature;  

 Understand that effective authors of fiction and non-fiction carefully consider their 
stylistic choices as they pertain to purpose and audience;  

 Demonstrate understanding of how many of the themes revealed in texts, particularly 
those of literary merit, reveal insights into human nature and the human condition;  

 Discern and analyze the rhetorical strategies authors employ and consider applying 
some of these strategies to enhance their own writing when appropriate;  

 Demonstrate serious engagement with the readings through close reading and 
analytical writing;  

 Participate in active class analytical discussions;  

 Practice writing skills through academic writing assignments and in-class essays;  

 Demonstrate understanding of how to create, develop and support a cogent 
argument;  

 Demonstrate understanding of how to address multiple perspectives as a means of 
strengthening your argument;  

 Demonstrate understanding of how to analyze sources to develop a thesis and 
argument;  

 Apply steps of the writing process as they write;  

 Develop sophisticated sentence structures and syntax;  

 Improve their vocabulary skills, primarily in the context of literature;  

 Develop and apply research skills necessary for academic success;  

 Develop and apply oral presentation skills;  

 Develop and apply listening skills;  

 Learn the strategies necessary for success in New York State English Regents 
 
 
Materials 

You will need the following materials for every class session: 

 A marble notebook 

 Loose-leaf 

 A Binder 

 Blue or black ink pens 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Assessment / Grading 

Students at North Salem are to be prepared for class every day, and are expected to submit 

all work on time.  Students will make up work within five days from the date of the legal 
absence.  Lateness of projects and papers will result in a deduction per day until the work 

is submitted.  Assessment and evaluation methods may utilize, but are not limited to the 

following:  

• Essays  
• Reports  
• Presentations  

• Quizzes  
• Tests  
• Debates  

• Projects  
• Conversations with the teacher  

• Observations made by the teacher 
• Self-assessment  
 

Essays = 40% of your grade 
Tests / Projects = 30% of your grade 

Classwork = 15% of your grade 
Homework / Quizzes = 15% of your grade 
 

 
 

Plagiarism 

In this class, we will adhere to the North Salem plagiarism policy. 
 
 
 

Extra Help 

Extra help will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday in room 219.  If you cannot make an 
extra help session, please let me know and we can pick a day and time that is mutually 

convenient.   
 

 

 
 

I am looking forward to an exciting and challenging year! 
 
 

 
Mrs. Johnson 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


